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FRENCH FOREIGN 11
LEGIONNAIRE, WESTERN
DESERT, 1942

t the time of the French Armistice in June 1940 several thousand French soldiers

d saflors found on British soil. Notable among these were the troops

ted by General Béthouart, withdrawn from Norway after the Narvik campaign. They
faced a crucial chobce: whether to accept the Ammistice and retum to oocupied France and
their families; or whether to fight on under the entirely new colours of the Free French, ina
war whose outcome could only be guessed. Most of the Chasseurs Alpins and sailors chose
to retum home; but more than half of the Foreign Lagion's 13e Dami-Brigade elected to
fight on under General De Gaulle. For these légionnaires, a long and extraordinary crusade
was just beginning. From 1940 to 1943 the ligionnaires, Lile the rest of the Free French,
were supplied from British sources. But they mad y effort to keep their '}
distinctions. From the summer of 1943, when the Free French Forces and the French Army in
Africa came together after the defieat of the Ais forces in Tunisia, they formed the French
Ay of Liberation, and were re-equipped with American uniforms, equipment and weapons.
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